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1. What is WHMIS? Workplace hazardous Material Information System 
 
2.  What is the purpose of WHMIS? 
It is an information system in the form of special labels, symbols, and Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) for potentially dangerous chemicals used on the job 
 
3.  What tools does the WHMIS system use to alert you of potential hazards You may be exposed to? 
Explain. 
WHMIS uses Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) and WHMIS labels. Information included on these 
include the name of the chemical, the WHMIS hazard symbols, risks and Precautions, first aid instructions, 
supplier's name and address, Reference to the matching MSDS. 
 
4.   What are three hazards WHMIS can protect you from? 
Toxic Effects-exposure through skin absorption or ingestion Burns due to chemicals or fire potentially 
explosive materials 
 
5.  Is it mandatory that all chemicals have WHMIS labels? Explain. 
No. Some products like pesticides and many household products are covered by other regulation and will 
have other labels (e.g. international hazards symbols) 
 
6.   Your employer has asked you to clean and sanitize the floor using Chemicals found in the back room. 
What should you ask your supervisor for more information. What specific chemicals should you be 
using? Are there risks involved?  
 
Ask to see the MSDS sheets. Read and understand all information before using the product. 
 
 
 

You have the right to refuse work if you feel the product is not labeled properly. 
 

Identify the following symbols, write down at least one hazard this symbol represents and give one 
example of a material or chemical that may have this symbol. 
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 Identify Symbol One Hazard Example 

A Compressed Gas 
 

Could Explode If Heated Helium, Hydrogen 

B Flammable And 

Combustible Material 

Could Cause A Fire Gasoline, Ether 

C Oxidizing Materials Could Cause Flammable Material A Burn Chlorine, Bleach, 

Peroxide  

D1 Poisonous And 
Infectious Material- 
Division 1 
 

Could Cause Immediate Serious / Fatal 

Effect 

Potassium Cyanide 

Carbon Monoxide 

D2 Poisonous And 
Infectious Material- 
' Division 2 
 

Cause Toxic Effects Cancer, Sterility, 
Benzene, Asbestos 
 

D3 Poisonous And 
Infectious Material- 
' Division 3 
 

Biohazardous Infectious 
Materials Transmission Of A 
Disease 
 

Hepatitis B, AIDS, 
Fungi, Viruses 
 

E Corrosive Material Serious Chemical Burns, Lung 
Damage From Inhaling Fumes 
 

Sulfuric Acid, Chlorine 
Gas 
 

F Dangerously Reactive 
Material 
 

Could Have A Dangerous Reaction To 
Water 
 

Calcium Carbide 

 
  



Maintain a Safe Workplace 
 
 

1.  Safely dispose of any chemicals you no longer use to prevent them from being used improperly. 
 
2.  Store chemicals on lower shelves away from heat and sunlight and in a safe location away from food 
supplies. 
 
3.  Ensure all employees are properly trained and supervised in the safe use of chemicals. Always read 
and understand the labels before using chemicals. 
 
4.  Never dispose of chemicals by throwing them down a drain (sink or toilet). This could contaminate 
our water supply. 
 
5.  Keep chemicals in their original containers. If you must use a spray bottle or other container, make 
sure that a properly completed label is attached. 
 
6.  Avoid carrying open chemical containers from one place to another, especially if the floors are 
slippery. 
 
7.  Wear appropriate protective clothing and devices when using chemicals. 
 
8.  Ensure that a first aid kit is available and that staff are trained to use it Emergency phone numbers 
(911 and poison control centre) should be readily available. 
 
9.  Never mix cleaning chemicals. 
 
10.  When diluting chemical, always add the chemical to the water, not the water to the chemical. 
 
11.  If chemicals are accidentally splashed on skin or eyes, flush immediately with plenty of water. 
 
 
 


